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McC arthy 5 to which it was generally understood regal
honours had been paid by the natives. The gratifi-
cation which this discovery gave to our countrymen
may be easily conceived, and they lost no time in
sending the head to England, together with the
first account of the battle of Dodowah. The head,
however, had scarcely been forwarded to its desti-
nation, when some prisoners who had been taken
in the action, made the disagreeable disclosure
that the head belonged, not to Sir Charles Mc-
Carthy, but to the late King, Osay Tootoo Qua-
mina, and that it had been taken into the battle in
conformity with the prevailing usage of the people*
The effects of this information though painful were
ludicrous enough. The head of the Ashantee
King had found its way to England as an ac-
credited relique of the lamented Sir Charles
McCarthy, and was the first remains of an
Ashantee that had ever, perhaps, received the
solemn rite of Christian burial j while, on the
other hand, the head of Sir Charles McCarthy,
had been deposited with all the rude pomp of
their heathen ceremonials in a Pagan cemetery.
However disappointed the friends and country-
men of Sir Charles McCarthy must feel at the
discovery of this strange interchange of reliques,
the Ashantees are still more mortified at a circum-
stance which has robbed their royal catacombs of
one of its mementos, and broken the line of death's
heads by which the chronology of the throne is-